
lr;



2006: $372,466 new; $154,915 used.
What's the Word: "Trees are a valuable
community asset and provide many benefits:
shading our streets and homes, raising property
values, filtering pollutants and neighborhood
beautification. . . . A sidewalk can be reoaired
quite readi ly. but the seventy-f ive years i t  took
for a tree to mature and shade several homes
is not easily feplaced." - The Susquehanna
Township Shade Tree Commission
Meet the Neighbors: Laurie Williams has
wandered, but Susquehanna Township is home.
Her whole career, beginning with a high school
job at Burger King, has been built around the
foodservices industry. She's the new director '
of education for the Pennsylvania Restaurant
Association, and she's passionate about
introducing young people to careers in the field.
She lives with several family members at their
longtime home in the Edgemont neighborhood,
and - lucky for them - she does the grilling. "I do
enjoy having grass in the backyard and a place
to barbecue," she says. "We have a deck, and a
screened-in oorch. There's not too much ftaffic.
It's nice to be able to relax and be outside."

Wnlden * A new-old idea, cmmimg to
$ilver $primg Township

"The process of creating neighborhoods had
become guided by engineers and attorneys. We
asked, 'What really makes a greatplace?"'

In 1999, Charter Homes, under President
Rob Bowman, took homebuilding in a new
direction. "We weren't contributing anything
on getting people together," Bowman says
now Charter's designers drew inspiration from
Central Pennsylvania's tiny villages and created
Lancaster County developments that featured
front porches, homes clustered to promote
neighborliness, and village centers with shops.

Silver Spring Township was a natural next
step, Bowman says. Charter worked with
township officials to lay out Walden, a new 656-
home community speckled with green, including
a 35-acre park and two acres of open space.

Jan trBlanc, chair of the Silver Spring
Township supervisors, says the township works
closely with developers to build from "an

aesthetic perspective - open space, less signage,
excellence in design, so the township looks nice."

Wegman's arrival makes Silver Spring
attractive to newcomers and longtime residents,
LeBlanc says, but so do things like Cumberland
Valley schools and convenience to Harrisburg.
The extensive park system's centerpiece
is Willow Mill, once an amusement park
and now a creekside venue for picnicking,
canoeing, and racing radio-controlled cars.

1n2006, Silver Spring home prices averaged
$301,683 new and $231,421used. Bowman
says that Walden homes range from the high
$100.000s to more than $500,000. HBG
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